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United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) Director

Kathi Vidal announced her departure in mid-December 2024

ahead of President-Elect Trump's administration, with Deputy

Director Derrick Brent taking over until Trump's appointee is

confirmed as the successor. This transition aligns with the

USPTO'’s tradition of ensuring operational continuity during

political shifts. This leadership change may significantly impact

US patent policy and practices.

Historically, the USPTO's directions often reflect the politicall
preferences of the governing party. Leaders chosen by the
Democrats have generally emphasized ensuring high standards
in patent approvals and making technological innovations more
widely available, considering broader community benefits.
Republican appointees have generally focused on
strengthening domestic patent rights and enhancing IP
enforcement.

The outgoing leadership's key achievements included:

® Expanding access to patent system through diversity
initiatives

e Active monitoring of Patent Trial and Appeal Board (PTAB)
decisions

* Implementation of the Director Review process

¢ Shifting away from policies that predominantly favored
patent holders

The next administration under Republican leadership may likely:

e Strengthen protections for existing patents

e Monitor big technology firms' influence on patent dispute
processes
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® Prioritize protection for emerging companies and independent inventors

® Strengthening patent protection and reducing regulatory burdens

The selection of the next USPTO director will substantially shape America's intellectual property (IP)
strategy. A leader who champions robust patent protection would likely boost industrial advancement
and international trade position, while different priorities may alter how patent practices would drive
innovation. These anticipated changes in IP governance will require careful attention from
corporations, inventors, and legal professionals as they navigate the changing IP scenario.

For more information, please view the social media post of USPTO Director Kathi Vidal. Please feel free
to contact the author of this Client Alert or your Butzel attorney for more information.
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