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The Michigan Court of Appeals ruled today in a published decision that Warren Mayor James Fouts is
not eligible to run for a fifth term.

The three-judge panel sided with the members of the Warren City Council, which appealed a lower
Macomb County Circuit Court judge’s ruling that Fouts was eligible to run for mayor due to ambiguous
language on the ballot question.

Warren City residents successfully passed the ballot initiative in 2020. However, Fouts challenged its
application to him.

“We are extremely pleased by the court’s ruling today,” said lead appellate counsel and Plunkett
Cooney partner Mary Massaron. “The court relied on the plain meaning of the city charter language, the
language on the ballot, and well-established law to determine that the initiative was not retroactive and
applies to Mayor Fouts.”

Warren City Council was represented in the underlying case by Plunkett Cooney partner Jeffrey M.
Schroder. Massaron was assisted on appeal by Henry W. Saad, retired Judge and former Chief Judge
of the Michigan Court of Appeals and special counsel to the firm. “The court’s determination to publish
this decision means the ruling has binding effect for the future,” said Schroder. “We hope this ruling
brings closure to what has been a contentious and protracted situation for the residents of Warren.”
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The appellate court’s ruling takes immediate effect, directing Warren’s City Clerk to immediately
disqualify Fouts as a candidate for mayor in 2023 and not place his name on the ballot for election.

Plunkett Cooney is one of the oldest and largest law firms in the nation and one of a few Midwest law
firms with a dedicated team of appellate attorneys. The members of the firm’s Appellate Law Practice
Group are responsible for over 1,500 cases decided by state and federal appellate courts, including all
Michigan appellate courts, the Ohio Supreme Court, the Indiana appellate courts, the California Court
of Appeals, and numerous federal circuit courts of appeal.

Plunkett Cooney’s appellate attorneys are routinely retained to handle cutting edge appeals involving
issues of first impression or to seek reversal of large adverse judgments. They have also prepared
numerous amicus curiae briefs on behalf of firm clients for filing in state and federal courts.

Established in 1913, Plunkett Cooney is a leading provider of business and litigation services to clients
in the private and public sectors. The firm employs approximately 130 attorneys in seven Michigan
cities, Chicago, Illinois, Indianapolis, Indiana and Columbus, Ohio. Plunkett Cooney has achieved the
highest rating (AV) awarded by Martindale-Hubbell, a leading, international directory of law firms.

For more information about the Michigan Court of Appeals’ ruling on behalf of the Warren City
Council, contact the firm’s Director of Marketing and Business Development, John Cornwell, at (248)
901-4008; jcornwell@plunkettcooney.com.
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