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James J. Murray, managing partner of the Petoskey office of Plunkett Cooney, one of the Midwest’s
oldest and largest law firms, was recently elected chair of the Mackinac Island Community Foundation
Board of Trustees.

As a member of the board for the past four years, Murray was serving as the Foundation’s Treasurer at
the time of his election. According to Murray, his service to the Mackinac Island Community Foundation
is both an honor and a family affair.

“My family’s history on the Island dates back to 1839. I met and married my wife, Trish, on Mackinac
Island, and my daughter will be married at St. Anne’s Catholic Church this October, where we were
married 32 years ago,” said Murray. “I also have the honor of representing many Island families and
businesses. I’m grateful for the opportunity to give something back to this amazing island community
and to continue efforts to improve the quality of life of those who live, work and enjoy the Island I love
so much.”

The Mackinac Island Community Foundation is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to improving and
enriching the lives of residents and visitors of Mackinac Island. Murray noted that the foundation
recently enjoyed its 25th anniversary. With the support of Island residents, visitors and many others
who support its mission, the foundation has raised almost $14 million. The foundation promotes the
general well-being of Island residents and visitors by working in community partnerships to generate
endowed and unendowed funds and to stimulate community-wide initiatives such as the city’s recent
endeavor to build additional housing to support the Island community.

Murray, who joined Plunkett Cooney in 1984, is a member of the firm’s Business and Governmental
Law and Banking practice groups. His clients include closely-held businesses, real estate developers,
hotels, municipalities and many other local businesses on the Island, including a ferry boat company. A
1985 graduate of the Detroit College of Law, he also has an active estate planning practice
representing individuals and institutions in probate and estate litigation and administration and overall
assistance with many businesses’ succession planning needs.
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Established in 1913, Plunkett Cooney is a leading provider of business and litigation services to clients
in the private and public sectors. The firm employs approximately 140 attorneys in eight Michigan cities,
Chicago, Illinois; Columbus, Ohio; and Indianapolis, Indiana. Plunkett Cooney has achieved the highest
rating (AV) awarded by Martindale-Hubbell, a leading, international directory of law firms. The firm was
also recently selected by Crain’s Detroit Business as its inaugural Law Firm of the Year.

For more information about James J. Murray and his service on the Mackinac Island Community
Foundation Board, contact the firm’s Director of Marketing and Business Development John Cornwell
at (248) 901-4008; jcornwell@plunkettcooney.com.
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