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Government Merger and Civil Conduct Investigations

Much of the enforcement of antitrust laws is done by government agencies, particularly the Federal Trade
Commission and the Antitrust Division of the Department of Justice. In addition, the California State Attorney
General and local prosecutors often use California's Cartwright Act and Unfair Competition Laws to investigate
and bring enforcement actions.

Sheppard Mullin counsels clients involved in government civil investigations and enforcement activities,
including merger transactions, joint ventures and various types of pricing and distribution restraints. Our
understanding of and direct experience with merger enforcement allow us to steer clients successfully through
what can often be a difficult and complicated process. We also routinely represent our clients before the
Federal Trade Commission and the Department of Justice, where we maintain a positive reputation and solid
working relationships with government representatives. Some of our attorneys have many years of experience
practicing at enforcement agencies.


