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The use of open source with cloud-based deployments has become more complicated. Until recently, the OSS
license issues with cloud deployments have been fairly straight forward. It is well known that certain OSS
licenses have some significant legal implications (detailed below) but that these implications are triggered
when software programs that use OSS are distributed. Due to the fact that with most cloud-based deployments
the software is not distributed, many developers are lulled into a false sense of security that there are no OSS
implications with such deployments. The reality is there are a growing number of OSS licenses that have
significant legal implications, even when the OSS is used in a cloud-based deployment. This article will address
some of the relevant licenses and their legal implications.
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