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In New York State, litigated disputes between developers and adjoining property owners have been
subject to Section 881 of the Real Actions and Proceedings Law since 1968. Since that time, a
substantial body of caselaw has developed that further defined the intricacies of common issues that
arise in such disputes. These precedents all had the common purpose of achieving a fair balance
between the right of developers to nurture growth in an evolving city and the need to provide
appropriate protection for neighboring property owners.

In an article published by the New York Law Journal, “Proposed Amendments to RPAPL 881:
Changes Without A Cause?”, Raymond T. Mellon discusses the proposed statutory amendments.
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